
  

President's Ponderings November 2014 
Another year has come and gone and for me it has been a 

productive and exciting one. I want to thank so many people 

for making this year a success. The tutors are magnificent, 

they give of their time so freely, they present interesting 

and challenging content for us all and continue to come up 

with ever more topics to offer up for us. 

 

The Committee of Management also keep everything moving 

along seamlessly. There have been many discussions over a 

coffee in the committee meetings but we always reach 

consensus amicably. All the Committee have been invaluable 

to me and have steered me along over this year as I have 

learned my role and practised on you, dear members!  

 

You, the members are the most important ones of all! You 

come along every week and attend the classes, you let us 

know what you like and what you don't, you help with setting 

up and packing up, you participate in our social events and you 

do all this with a smile on your faces! I am so pleased to have 

had the opportunity to have worked with you all. I have 

consulted and informed and I hope I have started to forge a 

closer link between you and "Management" by keeping you 

informed and by responding to any and all comments and 

suggestions you have made to me during the year. 

 

We opened our doors to all for Seniors Week and had about 

16 people come along and find out all about us. A few of those 

have either joined since or are planning to join in the New 

Year.  

 

Finally I want to encourage you to come to the A.G.M. It is 

there that we elect or re-elect our Executive - President, 

Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary and also our 

Committee Members. The nomination forms are on the back 

page of this newsletter. I urge you to consider joining the 

Committee and also to consider nominating yourself or 

nominating someone else for the available positions. We also 

present the state of the finances and have a report on 

activities for the year. There is usually a guest speaker as 

well. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a safe and 

happy Christmas Season. May it be all you hope and may 2015 

bring you nothing but joy. I look forward to seeing all of you 

back in 2015.    

Jane Hall, President 

 

 

. 
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U3A CLARENCE INC. 

A University of the Third Age  

PO Box 774 Rosny Park 7018  

Enquiries: 

Pat Jeffery 6243 5935 

Joan Carr 6215 1142 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Website http://u3aclarence.com 

Email: clarenceu3a@u3aclarence.com 

  

Classes are held at Rosny LINC on 

Monday and Wednesday mornings.  

There are 3 one-hour sessions each 

day with a choice of courses in each 

session. 

     DATES FOR 2015 

Term 1: Wed Mar 11th to Wed May 20 

(No classes on Mon Apr 6 and Wed Apr 

8 – Easter) 
 

Term 2: Mon Jun 15th to Wed 19th Aug 

Term 3: Mon Sep 14th to Wed Nov 18th 

 

SESSION TIMES 
 Session 1 9.30 – 10.25 

 Morning Tea 10.25 – 10.50 

 Session 2 10.50 – 11.50  

 Session 3 12.00 – 1.00 
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NOTES FROM THE PROGRAM COODINATOR 
I would like to thank all the tutors and coordinators who have made our program this year very 

interesting, varied and intellectually stimulating. All members are aware of the time and effort that is 

required by tutors to present a class and we all appreciate your contribution.  I would also like to thank 

the secretaries, the members who set up the rooms early in the morning and especially Terry who 

ensures with his band of helpers that the electronic equipment is set up and working.  Without all these 

people our program would not go ahead. 2015 is going to be, in my opinion, a great year for Clarence U3A.  

Already term 1 is planned, and terms 2 and 3 well on the way.  I will give you an indication of the courses 

on offer in Term 1 2015. 

 

Monday: Poetry Reading, Cyrus to Islam, Genetics, Painting, German History, The Writers, Australian 

Treasures, Line Dancing, Italian, German Conversation, Pot Pourri, Astronomy and Space Science, 

Updates and Oddities, Tai Chi and Esperanto. 

Wednesday: Evolution of Computers, Linguistics, Sketching and Drawing, Mah Jong, Singing for Pleasure, 

Middle East, It’s All About me, Spanish, Tai Chi, Facing the Music, Armchair Travel, War and Peace: No, 

Not Tolstoy, Play Reading, Circle Dancing and Chess. 

 

I’m sure that you will find something to interest you in the program. I welcome suggestions and also any 

offers for courses or coordinators.  Remember courses can be 5 or 10 weeks in duration although term 1 

will only be 9 weeks long due to Easter. I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe, 

happy and healthy 2015.  

Lesley Thomson 

Program Coordinator 

Lesley@remasters.com.au 

 

… AND SOME MORE ABOUT NEXT TERM’S PROGRAM 

Ian Duffy returns for Term 1, 2015.  Giving physics a rest (for a while), Ian returns to 

technology.  Keep Wednesday, Session 1 free for:  

The Evolution of Computers 

From primitive counting and calculating tools we will follow a chronological course to the 

modern-day marvels that manage our lives.  What will the future unfold?  Hear the inside story 

from one who took part.  Expect the usual sound, animation, image and video embellishments.   

The question is how long will the course take?  Can he manage it in just one term?  Come along 

and find out! 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS IN TERM 3 
During this Term we have had the Trivia Afternoon which was a great success and which some people 

have asked to be repeated. Then we enjoyed a visit to the Botanical Gardens with well-informed guides 

dividing us into two groups and explaining the historic background to the setting, the wall for espalier 

fruit trees which was originally heated and the rare Tasmanian plants and saplings facing extinction, not 

to mention the exquisite Japanese Garden. Finally there was the performance of "Oliver" at the D.E.C., 

attended by a block of 20 U3A members which was well worth the cost and effort! Our annual Christmas 

Lunch is coming up on Tuesday November 25th. Please give your money, in an envelope with your name on 
it to Jane before the big day. It is a good idea to do it at the same time as you put your name on the list and 
then you know it is done. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2015 
The following are important dates which I urge you to keep in mind when planning your holiday time. 

 

January Newsletter: The newsletter will be sent to you either by email or on paper in mid-January. It 

will detail the courses, days and times and will have enrolment details. Once again you will be able to 

register for the courses of your choice electronically. We were pleased with your reaction to this 

change last term and it made our work very much easier. Come along to the information afternoon (see 

below) to consolidate your thinking about what to do. 
 

Course Information Day for Term 1: Thursday February 5th at 2pm-4pm in Room 6 at the library. It is 

here that the tutors will present an outline of their plans for the term. Come along, have a cuppa, say Hi 

to your friends and find out what's on offer for you. 

 

Annual General Meeting: Thursday February 26th at 10.30am-12.30pm in Room 6 at the library. Here 

you will hear a report on the year past, the financial position of our organisation and have an opportunity 

to elect office bearers on the committee where positions are vacant and/or more than one nomination 

has been received. I urge you to think about the office bearer positions on the committee and, if you are 

interested, or you know someone you think would make a good committee member, nominate them, or get 

them to nominate you. You will find a nomination form on the other side of this page. Unless people 

nominate then there is no vote for office bearers and you get who you get!!  

The actual positions are President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and committee members. 

I think I should let you know that I intend throwing my hat into the ring for the role of President again 

(Jane). 

You will also hear from a guest speaker on the theme of "Lifetime Learning" (TBA). 

 

Beginning of Term 1: Wednesday March 11th and Monday March 16th. All the dates for next year are 

on the web site, by the way, so you can refer to those when planning your year. 

 

Welcome Barbecue: This will be held on Friday March 27th from 12 noon onwards at Risdon Brook Dam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH – THE BIGGEST AND BEST PARTY OF OUR YEAR! 
 

WHEN? Tuesday November 25th 

 

WHAT TIME? 12.00 

 

WHERE? Howrah Recreation Centre 

 

HOW MUCH? $30 

 

TO WHOM SHOULD WE GIVE THE MONEY? Jane, in an envelope with your name on it. 



 

 

2015 MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE WHOLE YEAR 

 SINGLE - $45    COUPLE - $85   

THIS FORM MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR PAYMENT 

 

Name___________________________________ Member number __________ 

 

Preferred name(s) for name tag(s)_________________ 

 

Phone ____________ 

 

Email address _____________________________ 

 

Residential address _________________________ 

 

_______________________Post Code _________ 

 

Type of subscription __________________ 

 

Amount enclosed - cheque, money order or cash _____ 

If you would like to just keep in touch but not attend classes, the Newsletter Only option costs 
just $5 for the whole year. 

Please make cheques payable to U3A Clarence and mail with this form to PO Box 774 Rosny Park 

7018 or hand it in at U3A.  
 

****************************************************************************************** 
 

NOMINATION FORM FOR 2015 OFFICER BEARERS 

Send to the Secretary PO Box 774 Rosny Park 7018 

before Friday February 13th 2015 

Must be signed by three members 

 

Position on committee __________________________  

Name ______________________________________  

Nominated by ________________________________  

Seconded by _________________________________  

I accept nomination (signature) ___________________  

 

 

 


